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TERRESTRIAL ISOPOD (CRUSTACEA, ISOPODA) SPECIES 

RECORDED FROM THE GREAT LAKES REGION 

J. Jass and B. Klausmeierl 
ABSTRACT 
Twenty species of isopods have been recorded from the Great Lakes region. 
Synonymic notes and citations are presented to aid in further research on the isopod 
fauna of this region. 
Not since he work of Van Name (1936, 1940) has there been a source in the 
literature which summarized the North American distribution records for isopods 
over a wide geographical region. Therefore as a preliminary step to future studies of 
terrestrial isopods and their ecological role in the habitats where they are found, we 
have searched the literature for distribution records from the following states and 
province: Illinois (IL), Indiana (IN), Michigan (MI), Minnesota (MN), New York 
(NY), Ohio (OH), Ontario (ONT), Pennsylvania (PA), and Wisconsin (WI). The 
following list is arranged by family following Harding & Sutton, 1985 and then in 
alphabetical order by species name. Synonyms used in the publications cited are 
listed below the currently accepted name. It is not our intent to cite all synonyms for 
these species, only those used by the authors cited. The source of the record is given 
following the species name. Where an author cited previous records, we generally 
used only the original references and did not include secondary citations. Twenty 
species have thus far been reported from the Great Lakes region. Most authorities 
(e.g. Hatch 1947, Muchmore 1957) agree that the majority of these species are 
introduced rather than endemic to the region. 
SPECIES LIST 
LIGIIDAE 
Ligidium elrodii (Packard): IL-Holmquist 1926; IN-Eberly 1953, Underwood 1886; 
MI-Hatchett 1947, Pearse 1910; NY-Richardson 1905; ONT-Judd 1965, Underwood 
1886, Walker 1927 
L. 
hypnorum Cuv: Holmquist 1926, Underwood 
1886 
L. 
longicaudatum Stoller: Eberly 1953, Hatchett 1947, Judd 

1965, Pearse 1910, Richardson 1905, Walker 
1927 
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TRICHONISCIDAE 
Androniscus dentiger Verhoeff: ONT-Van Name 1940 
Trichoniscus fA.) d. Verhoeff: Van Name 1940 
Haplophthalmus danicus Budde-Lund: IN-Eberly 1953, Richardson 1905; NY­
Muchmore 1957; ONT-Judd 1965, Walker 1927 
H. puteus Hay: Richardson 1905 
Hyloniscus riparius (Koch): NY-Muchmore 1957; PA-Schultz 1965; WI-Jass & 
Klausmeier 1987 
Miktoniscus barrat Vandel: IN-Schultz 1976 
Miktoniscus medcofi (Van Name): H__ Van Name 1940; IN-Schultz 1976; NY­
Muchmore 1957; OH-Muchmore 1964, Schultz 1976 
M. ohioensis Muchmore: accor to Schultz 1976 

Trichoniscus fMiktoniscus) medco Van Name: Van Name 1940 

Trichoniscus sp. Eberly 1953: according to Schultz 1976 

Trichoniscus pusillus (Blake): IN-Eberly 1953; MI-Hatchett 1947; NY-Lohmander 
1927, Muchmore 1957; ONT-Judd 1965, Underwood 1886, Walker 1927; PA­
Lohmander 1927, Schultz 1965, Van Name 1936; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 1987 
T. pusillus Brandt: Lohmander 1927, Underwood 1886, Walker 1927 
T. demivirgo Blake: Eberly 1953, Hatchett 1947, Judd 1965, Muchmore 1957. 
Van Name 1936 
Trichoniscus pygmaeus Sars: IL-Van Name 1940; NY-Muchmore 1957 
ONISCIDAE 
Oniscus asellus Linneaus: HjRichardson 1905; MI-Hatchett 1947; MN-Sargent 
1973; NY-Muchmore 1957. Neuhauser & Hartenstein 1978, Richardson 1905; ONT­
Judd 
1965, Underwood 1886,Walker 1927; PA-Richardson 1905, Underwood 
1886 
O. affinis Say: Underwood 1886 
O. vicarius Stuxberg: Underwood 1886 
PHILOSCIIDAE 
Philoscia muscorum (Scopoli): NY-Schultz 1974 
Philoscia vittata Say: NY-Richardson 1905. Schultz 1974 
PLATYARTHRIDAE 
Platyarthrus hoffmannseggi Brandt: NY-Muchmore 1957 
ARMADILLIDIIDAE 
Armadillidium nasatum Budde-Lund: HjVan Name 1936 & 1940; IN-Eberly 1953; 

MI-Hatchett 1947; MN-Sargent 1973; NY-Muchmore 1957, Neuhauser & Harten­
2
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stein 1978, Richardson 1905, Van Name 1936; ONT-Judd 1%5, Van Name 1936,
Walker 1927; PA-Hatch 1947. 
A. 
quadrifrons Stoller: Richardson 
1905, Walker 1927 
Armadillidium vulgare (Latreille): IN-Eberly 1953; MI-Hatch 1939, Hatchett 1947; 
MN-Sargent 1973; NY-Muchmore 1957, Neuhauser & Hartenstein 1978, Richardson 
1905, Underwood 1886; OH-Richardson 1905; ONT-Judd 1965, Walker 1927; PA­
Schultz 1965; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 1987 
A. 
pilulare Stuxberg: Underwood 
1886 
CYLISTICIDAE 
Cylisticus convexus (DeGeer): IL-Richardson 1905; IN-Eberly 1953; MI-Hatch 
1939, 
Hatchett 1947, Pearse 
1910, Richardson 1905; MN-Sargent 1973, Van Name 
1936; 
NY-Fitch 1856, Muchmore 1957, Richardson 1905; OH-Richardson 
1905; 
ONT-Hatch 1939, Judd 1%3 & 1965, Underwood 1886, Walker 1927; PA-Hatch 
1947, Schultz 1965; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 1987 
Porcellio convexus Johnsson: Underwood 1886 
PORCELLIONIDAE 
Porcellio laevis Latreille: NY-Van Name 1936; OH-Richardson 1905, Van Name 
1936; 
ONT-Hatch 
1947 
Porcellio scaber Latreille: IL-Fitch 1856, Richardson 1905; IN-Eberly 1953; MI­
Hatch 1939, Hatchett 1947, Richardson 1905; MN-Sargent 1973; NY-Muchmore 
1957, 
Neuhauser & Hartenstein 1978, Richardson 
1905, Van Name 1936; OH-Fitch 
1856, Richardson 1905; ONT-Judd 1%5, Walker 1927; PA-Hatch 1947, Underwood 
1886; 
WI-Jass & Klausmeier 
1987 
P. 
niger Say: Underwood 1886 
Porcellio spinicornis Say: MI-Hatch 1939, Hatchett 
1947; MN-Sargent 1973; NY­
Fitch 1856, Muchmore57 Richardson 1905, Van Name 1936; ONT-Judd 1%5, 
McQueen 1976, Underwood 1886, Walker 1927; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 1987 
P. 
pictus Brandt: Underwood 
1886 
P. 
vittatus Fitch: Fitch 
1856 
Porcellionidespruinosus(Brandt): IL-Fitch 1856; IN-Eberly 1953; MI-Hatch 1939& 
1947, 
Hatchett 1947; MN-Hatch 1947, Sargent 
1973; NY-Fitch 1856, Muchmore 
1957; 
OH-Richardson 
1905; ONT-Judd 1965, Walker 1927; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 
1987 
Metoponorthus p. (Brandt): Muchmore 1957, Richardson 
1905, Walker 1927 
Porcellio immaculatus Fitch: Fitch 1856 
TRACHELIPIDAE 
Trachelipus rathkei (Brandt): IL-Cole 1946, Hatch 1947, Holmquist 1926, Rapp 
1988; 
IN-Eberly 1953, Hatch 
1939, House 1911; MI-Hatch 1939, Hatchett 1947, 
Pearse 1910 & 1913, Richardson 1905; MN-Sargent 1973; NY-Fitch 1856, Much­
more 1957, Richardson 1905, Underwood 1886; OH-Richardson 1905; ONT-Hatch 
1939, 
Judd 
1963 & 1%5, McQueen 1976, Pearse 1913, Rapp 1988, Underwood 1886, 
Walker 1927; PA-Hatch 1947; WI-Jass & Klausmeier 1987 
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Porcellio Iimatus Fitch: Underwood 1886 
Porcellio mixtus Fitch: Fitch 1856 
Porcellio r. Brandt: House 1911, Pearse 1910 & 1913, Richardson 1905, Walker 
1927 
Porcellio trilineatus Koch: Underwood 1886 
Tracheoniscus r. Brandt: Eberly 1953, Holmquist 1926, Judd 1963 & 1965, 
McQueen 1976, Sargent 1973 
LITERATURE CITED 
Cole, L. C. 1946. A study of the cryptozoa of an Illinois woodland. Eco!. Monogr. 16:49-86. 
Eberly, W.R. 1953. The terrestrial isopods (Oniscoidea) of Indiana. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 
63:272-277. 
Fitch, A. 1856. First and second report on the noxious, beneficial and other insecrs, of the state 
of 
New York: 117-121. 
Harding, P. T. 
& S. L. Sutton. 1985. Woodlice in Britain and Ireland: Distribution and 
habitat. Institute Terrestrial Ecology, Huntington, England. 151p. 
Hatch, M. H. 1939. Records of terrestrial Isopoda or sow bugs from North America. Am. 
MidI. Nat. 21:256-257. 
___
. 1947. The Chelifera and Isopoda 
of Washington and adjacent regions. University of 
Washington Publications in Biology 10:159-235. 
Hatchett, S.P. 1947. Biology of the Isopoda of Michigan. Eeo!. Monogr. 17:47-79. 
Holmquist, A.M. 1926. Studies in arthropod hibernation. Ann. Entomol. Soc. Amer. 
19:395-428. 
House, J.L. 1911. Crustacea of Winona Lake. Proc. Indiana Acad. Sci. 1910:129-133. 
Jass, J. & B. Klausmeier. 1987. Terrestrial isopods at the UWM Field Station. Field Station 
Bull. 20:17-21. 
Judd, W.W. 1963. Studies of the Byron Bog in southwestern Ontario. XIV. Observations on 
sowbugs Cylisticus convexus (Deaeer) and Tracheoniscus rathkei (Brandt) (lsopoda:Onisci­
dae). Ecology 44: 615-617. 
___
. 1965. Terrestrial sowbugs (Crustacea: Isopoda) in the vicinity 
of London, Ontario. 
Canad. Field-Naturalist 79: 197-202. 
Lohmander, H. 1927. On some terrestrial isopods in the United States National Museum. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 72:1-18. 
McQueen, D. J. 1976. Porcellio spinicornis Say (lsopoda) demography.II.A comparison 
between field and laboratory data. Canad. J. Zoo!. 54:825-842. 
___
. 1976. The influence 
of climatic factors on the demography of the terrestrial isopod 
Tracheoniscus rathkei Brandt. Canad. J. Zoo!. 54:2185-2199. 
Muchmore, W. B. 1957. Some exotic terrestrial isopods (lsopoda: Oniscoidea) from New York 
state. J. Wash. Acad. Sci. 47:78-83. 
___
. 1964. 
New terrestrial isopods of the genus Miktoniscus from Eastern United States 
(Crustacea: Isopoda: Oniscoidea). Ohio J. Sci. 64:51-57. 
Neuhauser, E. F. & R. Hartenstein. 1978. Phenolic content and palatability of leaves and wood 
to 
soil isopods and diplopods. Pedobiologia 18:99-109. 
Pearse, A.S. 
1910. A preliminary list of the Crustacea of Michigan. Rep. No. 12, Mich. Acad. 
Sci. :68-76. 
___
. 1913. Notes on Crustacea recently acquired by the museum. Occ. 
Pap. Mus. Zoo!., 
University Mich. 1:1-4. 
Rapp, W. F. 1988. Trachelipus rathkei in North America. Isopoda 2:15-19. 
Richardson, H. 1905. Monograph on the isopods of North America. Bui!. U.S. National 
Museum 54:i-liii, 1-727. 
Sargent, J. E. 1973. Terrestrial isopods of Minnesota. J. Minn. Acad. Sci. 32:88-92. 
Schultz, a. A. 1965. The distribution and general biology of Hyloniscus riparius (Koch) 
(Isopoda, Oniscoidea) in North America. Crustaceana 8:131-140. 
4
The Great Lakes Entomologist, Vol. 23, No. 3 [1990], Art. 8
https://scholar.valpo.edu/tgle/vol23/iss3/8
1990 THE GREAT LAKES ENTOMOLOGIST 169 
___. 1974. The status of the terrestrial isopod crustaceans Philoscia muscorum, P. vittata, 
P. 
robusta and 
P. miamiensis in the New World. Crustaceana 27:147-153. 
___
. 1976. 
Miktoniscus halophilus' Blake, M. medcofi (Van Name) and M. morganensis n. 
comb., reconsidered with notes on New World species of the genus (Crustacea, Isopoda, 
Trichoniscidae). Am. MidI. Nat. 95:28-41. 
Underwood, L.M. 1886. List of the described species of fresh water Crustacea from America, 
north of Mexico. Bull. Illinois State Lab. Nat. Hist. 2:323-386. 
Van Name, W.G. 1936. The American land and fresh-water isopod Crustacea. Bull. Am. Mus. 
Nat. Rist. 71:1-535. 
___
. 1940. 
Supplement to American isopod Crustacea. Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. 
77:109-142. 
Walker, E.M. 1927. The woodlice or Oniscoidea of Canada (Crustacea, Isopoda). Canad. 
Field-Naturalist 41:174-179. 
5
Jass and Klausmeier: Terrestrial Isopod (Crustacea, Isopoda) Species Recorded From the
Published by ValpoScholar, 1990
